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Summary: Refurbishment

Bisset Adams was tasked with redesigning Church 

Street library near Paddington in Westminster, to create 

a spacious, vibrant community hub. We responded to 

this by opening up the lower two floors of the building, 

formerly back offices and a garage, enabling a vast 

expansion of space. Having formerly been hidden at 

the end of an alley between retail units, the brief also 

required an increase in the visibility of the library, and 

for the library to act as a ‘green oasis’.

Church Street public library reopened in August 2010, 

after a Big Lottery-funded transformation into a vibrant 

community hub, providing state of the art facilities for 

local people, including a new children’s library, whilst 

also boasting a dedicated space for young people, 

new learning centre, community space and zoned 

areas to meet the needs of its different users.

The ground floor has been designed to enable 

greater accessibility through an improved, more 

open layout, with additional ground floor space for 

the main library, and a dedicated children’s library on 

the lower ground floor. Study and reading desks are 

now located adjacent to the lightwell. The stairwell 

and lift leading to the lower floors has been designed 

for maximum visibility to invite visitors to use the 

lower floors, with the use of strong colour and 

glazing to give views from the main entrance. 

A key idea for the refurbishment was to open up the 

basement and sub basement to the public, including 

the existing garage. With no windows for natural light, 

a remarkable 17 metre long lightwell was utilised at the 

rear of the building, linking together the 3 new floors of 

the library ensuring enough natural light penetrated the 

lower levels. A huge graphic of woodlands on the facing 

wall is enlivened by birds and butterflies graphics on the 

glazed wall enclosing the children’s library. 

The colour scheme of the light well and indeed the 

library itself has been designed with a duel motive in 

mind; to create a calming and tranquil ‘green oasis’ 

tucked away within a hard urban landscape, whilst 

also emphasising the environmental credentials of 

Church Street library. An environmentally beneficial 

‘green roof’ has also been installed on the terrace 

roof to the rear of the main library, with the aim 

of conserving energy and rainwater, whilst also 

encouraging wildlife.

A key aspect of the refurbishment has been to 

improve the accessibility of the library for its 

members. With the existing entrance being located 

via an alley, it was decided that a more appropriate 

access was required. A retail unit was bought and 

converted into a spacious entrance hallway to 

provide greater visibility from the street. This will 

allow the library to engage with a far larger group 

within the local community. 


